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Novartis-sponsored NCBA Activities Result in Several Winners

GREENSBORO, N.C. (March 6, 2006) Ð Novartis-sponsored activities at the recent 2006
National CattlemenÕs Beef Association (NCBA) Convention in Denver resulted in three
producers winning a yearÕs supply of Vira Shield 6 and a $1,580 donation to the National
CattlemenÕs Foundation.

Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. sponsored an interactive quiz at the NCBA Convention
that was designed to allow producers to test their knowledge about bovine viral diarrhea
(BVD). It included questions about NovartisÕ new product Vira Shield¨  6+L5HB, which
provides protection against BVD and L. hardjo-bovis.

Producers achieving the top daily score won a yearÕs supply of Vira Shield 6. The winners
are:

 Greg Carey of Russell, Kan.
 Mark Spurgin of Paxton, Neb.
 Jim LaRue of Poncha Springs, Colo.

For every producer that took the quiz, Novartis donated $10 to the National CattlemenÕs
Foundation scholarship fund. A total of $1,580 was raised.

Novartis Animal Health researches, develops and commercializes leading animal treatments
that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in Basel,
Switzerland and present in almost 40 countries, Novartis Animal Health employs about
2,300 people worldwide. For more information, please consult www.livestock.novartis.com.

Novartis AG (NYSE: NVS) is a world leader in pharmaceuticals and consumer health. In
2005, the GroupÕs businesses achieved net sales of USD 32.2 billion and net income of USD
6.1 billion. Approximately USD 4.8 billion was invested in R&D. Headquartered in Basel,
Switzerland, Novartis Group companies employ about 91,000 people and operate in over
140 countries around the world. For further information please consult
http://www.novartis.com.
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