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Veterinarian earns high score at AABP contest

GREENSBORO, N.C. (October 18, 2005) – Kim Ehlers, DVM, captured the daily high
score at the recent conference of the American Association of Bovine Practitioners
(AABP) in Salt Lake City, Utah. Ehlers is a veterinarian at the Whetstone Veterinary
Service, LLC in Mountain Grove, Mo.

By playing an interactive quiz sponsored by Novartis Animal Health, the top score earned
Ehlers a $1,000 scholarship in her name to be sent to a U.S. veterinary school of her
choice. A student enrolled in bovine veterinary medicine at the University of Missouri –
Columbia College of Veterinary Medicine will be awarded the scholarship.

The quiz was part of Novartis’ “Legacy of Leadership” theme for their booth at AABP.
The theme tied into the Vira Shield® Legacy of Leadership sweepstakes, which
commemorates cattle producers who will buy the 200 millionth dose of Vira Shield this
year. Five winners will receive $5,000 to use toward college expenses.

The quiz contest was designed to allow veterinarians to help bovine veterinary medicine
students continue their education. It also tested attendees’ knowledge on topics such as
bovine viral diarrhea (BVD), C. perfringens Type A, Novartis products, AABP and Salt
Lake City. Novartis also donated $10 to the Amstutz Scholarship Fund for each
veterinarian who took the quiz. A total of $1,800 was raised for the scholarship fund.

Novartis Animal Health US, headquartered in Greensboro, North Carolina, researches,
develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet
owners, farmers and veterinarians. For further information please, consult
http://www.livestock.novartis.com.

Novartis AG (NYSE: NVS) is a world leader in pharmaceuticals and consumer health. In
2004, the Group’s businesses achieved sales of USD 28.2 billion and net income of USD
5.8 billion. The Group invested approximately USD 4.2 billion in R&D.  Headquartered
in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Group companies employ approximately 81,400 people
and operate in over 140 countries around the world.  For further information, please
consult http://www.novartis.com.
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