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CONTACT: Joseph Burkett
(336) 387-1006
joseph.burkett@novartis.com

Entry deadline for Vira Shield® Legacy of Leadership sweepstakes approaching

GREENSBORO, NC (September 26, 2005) Ð The opportunity to win cash for college
through the Vira Shield® Legacy of Leadership sweepstakes is ending soon. The contest
concludes November 30 and entries must be received by December 7, 2005.

Novartis Animal Health is sponsoring the Legacy of Leadership sweepstakes to honor
cattle producers who will buy the 200 millionth dose of Vira Shield¨  this year. Vira
Shield is a broad-spectrum vaccine that helps protect cattle against respiratory and
reproductive diseases. This sweepstakes also helps beef and dairy producers pass their
legacy on to the next generation of agriculturalists.

Five winners will receive $5,000 to use toward college expenses. Winners also will
receive a free trip to receive their cash awards at the 2006 National CattlemenÕs Beef
Association Annual Convention in Denver or the 2006 World Ag Expo in Tulare,
California.

No purchase is required to enter or win, but an additional entry will be provided for every
dose of Vira Shield vaccine (up to 600 doses) purchased between May 1, 2005, and
November 30, 2005.

For an entry form and a copy of the official rules, go to
www.ViraShieldSweepstakes.com.

Novartis Animal Health US, headquartered in Greensboro, North Carolina, researches,
develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet
owners, farmers and veterinarians. For further information please, consult
http://www.livestock.novartis.com.

Novartis AG (NYSE: NVS) is a world leader in pharmaceuticals and consumer health. In
2004, the GroupÕs businesses achieved sales of USD 28.2 billion and net income of USD
5.8 billion. The Group invested approximately USD 4.2 billion in R&D.  Headquartered
in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Group companies employ approximately 81,400 people
and operate in over 140 countries around the world.  For further information, please
consult http://www.novartis.com.

Novartis Animal Health US, Inc.
3200 Northline Avenue Suite 300
Greensboro NC  27408
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###

Sweepstakes photo and cutline

GRAPHIC: A graphic depicting the Vira Shield Legacy of Leadership sweepstakes is
available at: http://novartis.morganmyers.com/ViraShield_Swpstk_3x4_4C_P.pdf.

CUTLINE: The deadline to enter the Vira Shield Legacy of Leadership sweepstakes is
November 30, 2005. Novartis Animal Health is sponsoring the sweepstakes to honor the
cattle producers who will buy the 200 millionth dose of Vira Shield¨  this year.


